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probable that they helped to influence the new Bulgarian Govern-
ment which came into office in the following month in deciding that
the time had come for the decisive blow against the Macedonian
Revolutionaries which previous Governments had lacked the courage
to strike.

The Government which was formed by Colonel Kimon Georgiev on
the 19th May by a coup d'etat had the support of the army and of the
influential associations of reserve officers and non-commissioned
officers,1 and they ventured to take the step, which had hitherto been
considered impracticable owing to the large proportion of Mace-
donians in the rank and file of the army, of using the regular military
forces to suppress the Macedonian Revolutionary Organization. In a
manifesto to the nation which was issued on the 20th May, the new
Government announced their intention of establishing their authority
over the whole of the country, and by the end of May troops were
engaged in 'cleaning'up' the districts in which the Macedonian
Revolutionary Organization had been practically autonomous for
many years. The surprising ease with which the operations were
carried through bore witness to the heaviness of the burdens which
the Revolutionaries had imposed on the peasants under their sway.
By the middle of June about a hundred of the leading members of
the Macedonian Revolutionary Organization had been arrested and
large quantities of arms had been collected, and the search continued
during the next two months.2 Ivan Mihailov, the most notorious of
the leaders who had survived the process of mutual extermination
which had been carried on by the rival factions, eluded capture, and
in the middle of September he escaped across the frontier into Turkey.
The Turkish Government refused requests for his extradition which
were received from Jugoslavia as well as from Bulgaria, but they

that negotiations for such an agreement had taken place, but the official
account was that the signature had been deferred out of consideration for
Bulgarian susceptibilities.

1  It also had the support of the Zveno Club, an organization of intelligentsia
drawn from various political parties and professions whose advocacy of reforms
had recently brought them into prominence.  For some time past there had
been increasing discontent with the ineffectiveness of the administration,
especially in the financial sphere, and with the abuse of party politics for per-
sonal ends. Military circles were also concerned at the growing influence of
the Agrarian members of Monsieur Musanov's Government. Colonel Greorgiev
and Ms colleagues introduced a semi-Fascist form of government by decree,
and all political parties were dissolved.

2  There were also many arrests of Communists during the last four months of
1934. The trial of a number of Communists charged with organizing cells in
the army began in August and ended at the beginning of October mth nine
sentences of death.